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THE POPE’S LETTER. 


“ HE world,” as Dr. Beecher used to say, 

“ig swinging on,” and all its institu- 
tions have to adjust themselves to the chang- 
ing conditions brought about by its progressive 
revolutions, or go down with the lapse of ages. 
The Pontifical Church of Rome proves no 
exception tothe rule. With all the venerable- 
ness and prestige of antiquity about it; with 
its reiterated claim of infallibility and supreme 
authority, the shocks of progress and the swing 
of events in this nineteenth century disturb 
its serenity and equilibrium. It sees that the 
springs of power are passing away from its 
control ; that the channels of influence, under 
the increasing prevalance of free thought, free 
schools, free newspapers and free science, are 
closing against it. The advanced guard of the 
moving column of the race has concluded that 
it can best succeed in civilization and the pur- 
suit of the noblest attainments without the 
incumbrance of the dogmas and darkness of a 
church which imprisoned a Galileo for assert- 
ing that the “ world moves.” 

But the Pontifical Church don’t like the 
prospect. And lest this fast age should for- 
get the “venerable’’ institution which has 
come down from musty generations, the Sov- 
ereign Pontiff seizes the opportunity to define 
its position. The result is the ponderous 
“‘ Encyclical Letter” of Pius IX, issued 
from St. Peter’s on the 8th of December, 1864. 
The text of this letter will be found on another 
page of Tue Crrcunar. It is a very import- 
ant document and we presume will be inter- 
esting to our readers. One hears in it 
the reverberations of the dark ages—fthe 
weakened thunders of a Church which once 
held the keys of the Inquisition and trod on 
the necks of kings. The Pope sees with 
dismay the “horrible storm excited by evil 
doctrines,” and the “terrible conspiracy of 
adversaries against the Catholic Church and 
our Apostolic See ;” the “impiety of those 
who teach and profess the most fatal errors of 
Socialism and Communism,” and the “‘delirium”’ 
of those who “ propagate the erroneous opinion” 
that ‘liberty of conscience and worship is the 
right of every man—a right which ought to 
be proclaimed and established by law in every 
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well constituted state:” and he launches the 
condemnation and proscription of his Church 
against them. 

Poor old Pope! He sees that the glory of 
Popery has departed: that it is no longer the 
robust bully which strode through Europe 
centuries ago smiting and persecuting, even 
unto death, those who opposed it. No, it is old 
and decrepit; and the world is getting tired of 
it. There is prospect that generations not 
far off will vote it a bore and bid it depart. 
Nevertheless the spirit in the old body is as 
high-minded as ever, and would gladly make 
the nations dance attendance on itas of old. It 
holds on to its oid claim that kings shall pro- 
tect and obey it; that the penalties of the 
civil law shall be inflicted on violations of its 
dogmas. 

Hasty people have supposed that the Cath- 
olic Church was growing in sympathy with the 
age, that some of its ambitious schemes were laid 
aside, and that it had become more modest in 
its oldage. An attentive reading of the Pope’s 
letter may serve to disabuse them of such an 
illusion. So far as the central authority and 
spirit of that churcli prevail it is evident there 
is no change. Its bogus pretensions are as 
great as ever; but the -world has slipped away 
from its grasp, and it is left shivering in the 
cold. 

It is somewhat amusing to contemplate the 
extensive sweep of Pontifical audacity in grant- 
ing a month’s indulgence “ to all the faithful of 
both sexes in the Universe.” It is said that 
Alexander wept because there were no more 
worlds to conquer. The Pope from the throne 
of St. Peter’s, throws off the fetters of time and 
space, and sweeps with his plenary scepter all 
visible and invisible realms. Has he calcu- 
lated accurately, as to the possibility of his 
permission reaching the remotest regions of 
the “ Universe,” by the first of December 
1865? Quere: Has this Pontifical controller 
of the “* Universe” or any of his predecessors, 
ever apologised handsomely for that little error 
on the part of the “ Apostolic See”’ in the con- 
troversy with Galileo? Until this is done it 
would perhaps be modest to limit their plenary 
power to this “‘ moving world.” 

Seriously, however, this letter of the Pope 
is an important document. It defines the 
position of the Roman Church in regard to the 
questions of the century. It shows that while 
the world moves the Catholic Church don’t 
move, except backwards. Its face is toward 
the past, and it hugs the old errors of a cor- 
rupt history with a dying grasp. The world 
may swing on and the heavens may open, but 
the church which forgot the oath of Christ and 





was blind to his Second Coming, is blind still ; 
and to other and freer hands and hearts is 
given the work of laying, in this world, the 
foundations of the Empire of God. 


CORRECTIONS OF THE PRESS. 


WRITER for a city paper undertook 

last week to report the history and 
character of the Oneida Community, and the 
most piquant passages from the late literature 
of the ‘“ Mills war.” The body of the report 
consisting of extracts from THE CIRCULAR, is 
not objectionable. Indeed, if the writer had 
abstained from interspersing short comments 
of the ‘holy horror” sort, we should thank 
him for his work. He must have written in a 
great hurry, as he fell into many mistakes of 
fact, some of which seem very like the off-hand 
inventions of sensation-manufacturers. We 
will correct a few of the gravest of his errors. 

1. He speaks of Noyes as originally a 
‘“‘ Baptist preacher.” The truth is that the 
Congregational church of New England is re- 
sponsible for the production of this heretic.— 
Noyes was educated at Dartmouth, Andover 
and New Haven, and was licensed to preach 
by the Congregational Association connected 
with Yale College. 

2. The newspaper-man says that Noyes 
was turned out of the church for his social 
ideas and experiments. The truth is that he 
was turned out of the church for preaching 
the doctrine of ‘ perfect holiness,” twelve 
years before he made any experiments in 
socialism. 

3. The newspaper-man says that Noyes on 
being turned out of the church, “ at once com- 
menced a new translation of both Testaments.”’ 
This sally indicates a talent for outright inven- 
tion. Nothing of the kind ever occurred. 

4, The newspaper-man introduces Mills’s 
letter to Jennie with the remark that “he 
( Mills) was a very carnal man and tried to 
entrap young ladies outside of the Commu- 
nity. Here ( says the writer) is a letter he 
penned to one Jennie, living in the neighbor- 
hood.” The truth is that Jennie lived in 
Pennsylvania, three or four hundred miles 
from the Community, and that Mills was not a 
member of the Community when he wrote that 
letter, but had left “in disgust,’ and was in 
Pennsylvania near to his Jennie. 

5. The newspaper-man says that “ when 
Mills went back [from his visit to Gerrit 
Smith] to Oneida, to force his way into the 
buildings and recover his propety, the 
brethren drubbed him.” This is so nearly 
pure fiction that it can scarcely be said to be 
** founded in fact.” The truth is that nothing 
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of the kind occurred on Mills’s return from 
Mr. Smith’s, and the brethren never “ drubbed”’ 
him on that occasion or any other. _ The fact 
which the writer, we suppose, was trying to 
tell, was that one morning (a fortnight after 
the visit to Mr. Smith) some of the brethren 
** carefully set Mills’s goods and person out 
of doors.” This is all that is stated in THE 
CIRCULAR. 

For the sake of exactness in definitions as 
well as in facts, we would suggest to this 
writer to consider well the meaning of the 
term ‘ polygamy’? (which he uses freely in his 
headings and comments), and see whether his 
extracts and facts bear him out in fastening 
on us this bad word. We call our social state 
CompLex Marriage; and we think there is 
an essential difference between this and polyg- 
amy. Suppose two men with their wives, on 
full consideration of the advantages of generous 
freedom, should conclude to make one family 
of four, instead of two families of two, would 
that properly be called bigamy? It would 
certainly be different from ordinary bigamy, 
in which one man takes to his exclusive use 
two wives, and so robs somebody of one of them. 
We understand polygamy, as exemplified in 
Solomon, Mahomet, Brigham Young, Xc., to 
be in essence the monopoly of many women 
by one man. The Oneida Community has 
nothing of this kind in its theory or practice. 
It does not allow any man to monopolize even 
one woman, and is therefore farther from the 
odious essence of polygamy than ordinary 
marriage. The newspaper-man says—“ It 
may not be known that we have within a hun- 
dred miles of New York a system of polygamy,” 
&e., &c. Itis well known to everybody, this 
writer included, that there is much nearer his 
home than a hundred miles, even in the city 
of New York, a system of true polygamy, i.e., 
monopoly of many women by one man, in the 
regular, well established and _ respectable 
institution of mistress-keeping. From all mon- 
opolies of this kind, whether called monogamy, 
bigamy, trigamy, or polygamy, the Oneida and 
Wallingford Communities earnestly desire to 
be “counted out.” 

After all we must acknowledge that there is 
something liberal in the way this writer adver- 
tises our financial prosperity, and calls atten- 
tion to THe CrrcuaR and our Agency in New 
York. The brethren at 40 Reade st. write 
that his notice of us has sent them one custom- 
er who gave them a two huadred dollar order 
for bear-traps. On the whole we have reason 
to be good-natured ; and we close with the 
hope for the friendship and better-opinion of 
the editor who has effectually, though rather 
rudely introduced our Communities to the 
notice of his sixty thousand subscribers. 

J. H. N. 


Hieuts IN THE Rocky Movnrtarns.—Pike’s 
Peak, according to observations by C. C. Parry, in 
July, 1862, has an elevation of 14,215 feet, and Mt. 
Gray, on the upper waters of South Clear Creek, 
of 14,245 feet. Mr. Parry remarks that the observa- 


tions in both these cases were made under poy mers 4 
favorable circumstances, and are believed to furnis 


COMMUNISM—THE NECESSITY OF 
PREPARATION. 


J ly following letter was received from a 
subscriber in Ohio some weeks since : 


Ravenna, Ohio, Jan. 5, 1865. 

Dear Frizyps :—Your earnest invitation to 
your subscribers to make themselves known, 
and your kind offer to criticise those who might 
offer themselves for that purpose, by writing; to 
gether with the publication of some letters from 
Berlin Hights, and Crimea or Muskegan, and 
my own desire to appear among true reformers 
as one of them, have decided me to write you 
somewhat freely; and I invite your free criti- 
cism, as I would also like to know what you 
think of, or whether you indorse the last clause 
of the last sentence of Dr. Karshner’s quotation 
from his “ Leiter- Writer,” published on page 327 
of Tue Circutar. 

I was born in the spring of 1824, in New 
Haven Co., Ct., and well remember the “great 
revival” that occurred in my childhood. A 
regular attendance at the Sabbath School, and 
especially the reading of religious biographies, 
together with a general taste for reading and 
school studies, comprised the principal enjoy 
ment of my younger years. As youth brought 
me on toward maturity, l experienced a great 
anxiety to do something worthy of life—to se- 
cure my own salvation and do good to others— 
and for some years my hopes and prayers and 
dreams were that my life might be spent as a 
missionary to distant heathen. (I omitted to 
mention that in the year 1834, I had removed 
to Ohio, and now lived in an ignorant and un- 
cultivated society, except that each Sunday, | at- 
tended church and Sabbath school at a distance 
and among personal strangers). But this anxious 
desire was attended by great bashfulness and a 
painful sense of extreme isolation. I taught 
common school for ten years, joining the Con- 
gregational church in the meanwhile, which by 
its formalities nearly stifled out what aspirations 
my own inefficiency had not already destroyed. 
My studies during these years were altogether 
limited. 

Phrenology attracted my attention, and I felt 
disposed to be liberal towards its claims. I 
studied the Bible with a desire to get at its spirit 
or its true meaning, and I used to wonder, as I 
sat of a Sabbath in my Bible class, what would 
be the effect if one who was really actuated by 
the spirit which actuated Christ should now ap- 
pear among them, and I concluded that the ery 
( gt least in avtion) “Away with him,” would 
be pretty general. 

In my 27th year I married one who did not 
believe in salvation by the blood of Christ. 
His personal attractions were a calm demeanor, 
and a lively interest in Phrenology and Physi- 
ology. But the reason of my marriage was my 
own homeless condition. I was now separated 
from my religious associations, and devoted much 
time to the study and to the application in my 
family of the principles advocated in the publica- 
tions of Fowler & Wells. Being attracted to the 
articles from the pen of Mrs. M. 8. G. Nichols, 
I eagerly read the »rivdicals published by her 
husband, Dr. Nich« _, and for years tried to bring 
myself into a state * harmony with her Utopian 
ideas. During this time also | became a “ Spir- 
itual Medium,” and I really believed fora year 
or two that the application of the spiritual and 
social principles with which I had become ac- 
quainted and enamored, were a power equal to 
the raising of our suffering world onto a plane 
of happiness and healthy progress. _[ still believe 
that there are some truths of vital importance 
to humanity, underlying the confusion conse- 
quent upon the general and popular experiments 
which were entered into. I became convinced 
in my spiritual experience that it was not a 
spirit of sympathy, so much as a spirit of know- 
ledge and wisdom—in other words a spirit of 
Truth and all-pervading, all-embracing Love, that 
was to be relied upon as a savior ; and, eight years 
ago, I came clearly into the conviction expressed 





accurate results, 


experience of the last year; but I was’ met by 
sensuality, jealousy, and condemnation, my 
health, especially my nerves, began seriously to 
suffer : and I succumbed under the heavy pressure 
and trod on silently in the path marked out for 
me (so nearly as my temperament and capaci- 
ties would permit), but under the deep censure 
of my own soul, and asI expected, the result 
was darkness and blindness in my spirit, with 
only occasional fitful gleams of light from various 
quarters, and some of them from the writings 
of J. H. N. in Toe Circurar. If any of you 
should feel “called” to write a reply to this [ 
should be glad to write much more particularly 
of my present condition, in view of your coun- 
sels. Yours. L. HB. 


REMARKS. 
You ask if we indorse the last clause of the 
following sentence in Dr. Karshner’s letter : 


“Some of our thoughts and affections are for 
the masses, some for groups and parties; but 
our best and holiest must and ever will be for 
individuals, and for them only.” 


We do not indorse this. We prefer Christ’s 
statement of the law of love: “ Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with al/ thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength ; and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” In other words, our supreme love must be 
for God—-the Father and the Son—next to this, 
if there is any distinction, is the love of the 
Family of God—the “body of Christ,” the 
church, visible and invisible ; and the love of 
individuals in that family must and ever will 
be subordinate to the higher and holier love of 
the whole body. The loves of persons in the 
kingdom of unity that is coming will be but as 
drops in the great ocean ot love that fills 
heaven and flows forth from God, and be valu- 
able only in the degree in which they represent 
that love. To talk of these minor, individual 
affections, therefore, as holier and better than 
the universal love, of which in all true con- 
ception of human relation they form but a part, 
is manifestly an error. 

Your experience is interesting. The best 
advice we can give you, is to seek personal ac- 
quaintance with Christ and study the science 
of inspiration and your relations to good and 
evil spirits. This we think is the only safe 
starting point from which to seek freedom of 
the affections. From this starting point, with 
free mutual criticism, higher conditions of so- 
cial life may be worked out. Here is where 
the Nichols movement and various other social- 
istic schemes have failed, and the reason why so 
many who have been connected with them have 
met with reaction, spiritual darkness and self- 
condemnation. We don’t want to preach to 
such persons, or bore them with religious talk, 
and don’t mean to. But we understand that 
there are certain facts of human relation, certain 
principles of human action, which are the basis 
of all true life. And these facts and princi- 
ples are as clearly matters of science as are 
the facts and principles of Mathematics or of 
Astronomy. One of these facts is, the exis- 


tence of apersonal God whom we can ap- 
proach and by whom we can be inspired and 
instructed. We say this is a scientific fact. 
It is properly the foundation fact of all science. 
Another fact is that Jesus Christ is the medi- 
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tion with,man. Another is that Christ is just 
as accessible, just as much interested in hu- 
man affairs now as he was eighteen hundred 
years ago, and that the principles which he 
announced through his followers in the Primi- 
tive Church, are the principles upon which so- 
cial salvation must be sought. Growing out 
of these facts is another, namely, that the central 
and all-controlling principle of true human ac- 
tion is the inspiration of Christ; and that man 
can know when he is thus inspired. Given a 
body of men and wemen who heartily adopt 
and are obedient to these facts and principles, 
and there is no possible desirable result of per- 
sonal and social freedom they may not safely 
work into. 


There is much attention now given to the 
subject of Communism and social reform 
throughout the country, and we hear of vari- 
ous Co-operative and Communistic movements. 
These are all indications that the present 
order of society is destined to pass away ; and 
they suggest important questions. The first 
of these questions is, Are the people who con- 
template these movements, and are interested 
in Communism and desire to see it prevail, pre- 
pared for the new order of society they are 
seeking? Abundant experience has con- 
vinced us that in order that people may succeed 
in Communism it is necessary that they should 
have passed through a thorough school of 
preparation. Communism requires a high 
order of civilization and education, such as 
is rarely produced by ordinary society in its 
present state. It demands trained and civil- 
ized passions ; it demands spiritual and bodily 
purity; it demands the subordination of one 
to another as the preliminary to complex so- 
cial and business organization. It is evident 
that society as it is, has not been educated in 
these things. In the churches, where, if any- 
where, we ought to expect the nearest approach 
to the requirements of Communism, there is 
but little attention given to them. No col- 
lege in the land has them in its course of 


study, in any practical sense. How are they 
to be attained ? 


Our experience in social reform has led us 
into two discoveries, the practical application 
of which we regard as absolutely essential to 
success in all efforts looking toward Commu- 
nism and freedom of the affections. These 
discoveries are—the power of free, mutual 
criticism asa means for the education and 
improvement of character, and, the distinction 
between the amative and propagative functions 
in sexual intercourse. With us these are 
demonstrated scientific discoveries, upon which, 
under inspiration, all our success is based. 

There must be in a Community a vital sys- 
tem of government; a system not based on 
arbitrary rules and hence formal and stiff— 
but fluent and organic, adapted to all the 
wants and circumstances of daily and hourly 
life, which shall enter into the hearts of men 
and regulate character and motive as well as 
outward acts. Such a system of government 
is furnished by Free Criticism. If a body of 





men and women love the truth well enough to 
give and receive criticism in a good spirit, and 
yield their lives to it, they have within them- 
selves the conditions of vital unity and gov- 
ernment, and the most potent means of per- 
sonal improvement. They possess the means 
and spirit of self-control. ~When men are 
sincere enough to come together and tell each 
other their faults, and reveal their whole lives, 
they have no need of police officers or codes 
of laws. ‘The truth is their law. 


To live in Community it is necessary that 
there be freedom of love, and freedom in the 
expression of love. In order that this may 
be possible propagation must be controlled. 
The only way to control propagation, except on 
the Shaker principle, is by recognizing the 
distinction between the amative and propaga- 
tive functions of the sexual organs. This 
distinction, as we have before said, is a prac- 
tical, physiological fact, and is capable of 
personal demonstration by every sincere, spir- 
itually minded man. And no person is fitted 
for Community-life who has not arrived at a 
truthful conception of this most important and 
beautiful of all physiological facts pertaining to 
man’s bodily organization—the most intimately 
connected with health, vital control, and 
spiritual fellowship. 

Now we are sure that men and women 
every where need education in these two great 
preliminaries of Communism far more than 
they need gathering into Communities. They 
need PREPARATION for Communism. And 
whoever is laboring to bring together into 
Community organizations men and women who 
are not thus prepared, is more likely to reap a 
harvest of suffering and disaster than of suc- 
cess. For ourselves, we are convinced that 
the great field of labor to which social reform- 
ers are now called, is the preparation of people 
for Communism, and not the organization of 
new Communities. The latter will come, and 
should only come, as the natural result and out- 
growth of the former. 


To this end a scientific system of Free 
Criticism should be introduced into every 
neighborhood, into every family, and into 
every schoolin the land. Friends, families and 
scholars should learn the art of dealing truth- 
fully and artistically with each other’s charac- 
ter, and thus society every where would be or- 
ganized into a great school of life-improvement. 
This is practicable. It is the one first thing 
needed. Society is full of criticism now; but 
it is mainly profitless and evil criticism.— 
There is no sincerity in it. It is criticism 
behind the back, gossiping, evil-speaking. It 
produces discord; it destroys character; it 
alienates friends; it crushes good purposes 
and aspirations ; it kills genius. If now in- 
stead of this destructive system, one were 
introduced which would bring the faults of 
men and women to the light, and deliver them 
from them, healing instead of wounding, 
encouraging and aiding instead of breaking 
down and stabbing, every one can see that it 
would be the noblest means of improvement 





and unity the world ever saw. It would have 
in it the gifts of purity, of love and highest 
freedom. Men go far to witness the great 
works of the sculptor’s chisel or the painter’s 
brush, but what result of art ever equaled in 
beauty or sublimity the character of a man or 
woman upon whom the truth had shone with 
purifying and uplifting power? Yet we may 
have a nation of souls radiant with such char- 
acter, if we will only let the power and 
beneficence of Free Criticism into our schools, 
our families, our neighborhoods of common 
acquaintance and friendship. 


Again, as a preparation for Communism, 
subordinate to Free Criticism, but equally 
important, a knowledge of the grand distinction 
in the functions of the sexual organs should be in- 
troduced into private families, just where they 
are. Woman should be delivered from the 
danger and suffering of undesired and unin- 
tended maternity. Man should be delivered 
from the constant drain upon the finest of the 
vital forces involved in the present system of 
sexual intercourse, and taught to know the 
power of his own will, under the inspiration 
and strength of divine faith. Thus the great 
dread of social fellowship between man and 
woman would be removed. The most potent 
cause of disease and death would pass away. 
And the love that is now chilled and killed by 
fear and shame would become the healer and 
purifier of hearts and bodies, and would flow 
forth from family to family until it embraced 
all true hearts. It is the knowledge of this 
physiological truth that is needed every where 
to civilize and redeem the passions of men 
and women. In becoming acquainted with 
this truth they would submit their sexual natures 
and characters to a standard of criticism, and 
under the reign of Free Criticism their house- 
hold acts would come to the light and be judged. 


The entrance of these two great discoveries 
into common society is necessary for the sal- 
vation and safety of the young of both sexes. 
At the present time the great destroyers of 
the manhood and the womanhood of the na- 
tion are false love and sexual abuse. We 
have found in Communism a cure for both these 
evils, and the cure has come through the ap- 
plication of these discoveries—by subjecting 
the affections to the truth—by:making sexual 
intercourse safe and beneficent. If society can 
be brought to the adoption of them, it will 
enter on the true preparation for Communism 
and will advance at railroad speed toward the 
kingdom of heaven. 


ENGLISH OPINIONS ABOUT SERVANTS. 


EXT to sickness, I look upon servants, as the 

greatest infliction of humanity ; and there is no 
quality I so much envy the rich man, as in the 
fact that his wealth removes him to such a distance 
from their contact, that he knows next to nothing of 
their tempers or habits, and is never, by any acci- 
dent, involved, as poorer men are doomed to be, in 
their private jealousies, hatred, and utter unchari 
tableness. 

In the first place, it is only fairly natural and 
reasonable that they should be sources of discomfort 
and annoyance, rather than of satisfaction and ease. 
Their whole life is a sort of lie. They are peasants 
thinly lackered with a very dubious sort of civili- 
zation—that is, they catch up a faint semblance of 
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what they see in the drawing-room, to enact it be- 
low stairs to the accompaniment of their native 
coarseness and barbarism. 

If we are to trust to what old people say, they were 
better formerly—that is better before they had pen- 
ny journals and illustrated absurdities. This 1s not 
impossible. There isasort of feudalism in the princi- 
ple of the family that works all the better when 
distinctions of class are well marked ; and once 
the maids begin to read, “ Eleanor’s Victory” and 
“Lost and Saved,” and discuss the characters with 
the “young ladies,” discipline is endangered, and 
very seriously, too. 

T like an ignorant valet, and a butler who has to 
spell out his newspaper. I sleep soundly when I 
know Jeames is not rammaging my letters, and pick- 
ing up details for my biography out of my writing desk. 
It is a comfort to me to think that my review or my 
magazine is not thumbed by Mr. ‘ Fag,’ or that my 
missing quarterly has not to be sought for in the 
housekeeper’s room. 

* * * * * * 

We want concentration, and how do we seek to 
provide it? By everything that distracts attention 
and disperses thought. Jeames has to do with 
lamps and decanters—he is a creature of spoons and 
finger glasses and lap dogs—and we want to make 
him a subscriber to the “Saturday Review” and a 
reader of Bulwer Lytton. Surely, this is absurd. 
You would be afraid to trust your interests to a law- 
yer who had a passion for fossils, and passed much 
of his time in his laboratory, and yet you are quite 
ready to concede all the privileges of varied pur- 
suits to a creature whose highest day-dream should 
never rise beyond a coal-scuttle, and who, instead of 
unrolling a mummy, should be folding a napkin. 

Domestic service is a profession, and to follow it 
well the fewer distractions a man has the better. 
If I see the butler with the Times in his hand, I am 
prepared to find the claret shaken; if I see Jeames 
with Bell’s Life, I understand at once why my boots 
are lacking in lustre. Try a free press on board a 
man-of-war, and see how much discipline you will 

t; and yet a household must be ruled pretty much 
ike a ship. You want promptitude, activity, exact- 
ness and obedience; and how much of these are 
you to expect from a set of creatures puffed up with 
the self-importance of a mistaken status, their heads 
turned with all the projects an ill-judging philan- 
thropy has devoted to them, and full of Penny Jour- 
nalism and “Once a Week”-erie? §—Blackwood. 


Upon reading the above, I get a curiously 
mixed impression. It appears that both ser- 
vants and employers are placed in an unnatural 
position, and are both deserving of pity. 1 can- 
not on the one hand sympathise with the snob- 
bish airs and unfaithful performance of the 
servant, nor on the other hand with the selfish 
and oppressive spirit that would make of a 
servant “a creature of spoons and finger-glasses 
and lap-dogs, and that has to do with lamps 
and decanters,” and would confine his spirit and 
mind as well as his body to that level. Of the 
two, I sympathise least with the spirit of the 
employers. It is identical with that spirit 
which enacted those southern laws which made 
it a penal offence to teach a slave to read. But 
when I ask myself where is the remedy, or the 
principle which is to remedy this everlasting 
discord between servants and employers, with- 
out a most radical overturning of the present 
conditions and governing principles of society, I 
am constrained to confess that “I don’t see it.” 
I see no other conclusion concerning the employ- 
ers of servants, than that of Paul respecting 
those who would marry, viz., that “they shall 
have trouble in the flesh.” So long as selfish- 
ness is the prime motive of human action, and 
so long as certain offices are regarded as me- 
nial and degrading, these troubles will ‘exist. 
There will be a constant struggle on the part 
of servants to rise into the position of employ- 
ers, or at least to assume their airs and man- 
ners, and a continual disgust and reluctance 
connected with their duties, that tends to un- 
faithfulness, 

Christ indicated the true relation that the 
recipients and givers of service will bear to each 
other in a true state of things, when he put 
forth that paradoxical saying, “ He that is great- 





est among you shall be your servant.” His 
sayings are always very significant because 
they are strictly philosophical; i. e., they 
express some central truth that is founded in 
the nature of things. Let us see how far the 
truth of this saying demonstrates itself in soci- 
ety as it is, and how far the innate falsehood of a 
society founded on selfish principles contravenes 
the right working of this law. 

In mary of cases where persons possess 
industry, economy, talents or genius, by means 
of which they render important service to man- 
kind, they are rewarded with riches and honors. 
In such cases the rule of Christ works itself out 
clearly and truthfully in spite of all obstacles. 
The winnings of such men are no more than 
their just deserts. As your friend Q. says of one 
of this class, his comfortable surroundings “ are 
the natural product of the man’s life, and you 
might as well blame the oyster fur making a shell 
and lining it with a sort of pearl.” But cases 
there are where the most momentous services 
are rewarded with persecution, penury and dis- 
grace. In these instances the darkness and 
diabolism that prevail in the world, directly 
contravene the true action of this law. But it 
is by far more frequently the case that riches 
and honors and all the outward blessings that 
society can bestow, are heaped upon those who 
have done nothing to deserve them. It is often 
the children or heirs of the deserving servant of 
society that are the undeserving recipients of 
rewards. Yet we cannot say that even this these 
class are to be blamed for their circumstances. 
If they find difficulty in securing faithful service 
in the unnatural position in which they are 
standing, they will discover upon  investiga- 
tion, that their troubles are but the legitimate 
evil fruit of a selfish society which distributes 
its rewards with partiality, bestowing gifts 
where no service is rendered. 

It is evident, I think, that it is only in a 
society based on the principles of Christian 
Communism that we can find the conditions 
necessary for carrying out thatrule of Christ’s, 
“Te that is greatest among you shall be your 
servant,” into all the details of practical life. 
The due supply of the wants of the body— 
the minimum blessing of Community life—is 
common to all ; and whoever would win a higher 
place, can attain it only by traveling the high- 
way of faithful and intelligent service. The love 
and respect that are the rewards of true and 
efficient service, constitute true greatness.— 
There is no law of inheritance or entail by which 
individuals attain special riches, or special 
honors. Neither need any one fear that those 
who render them service will be too intelligent. 
Where faithfulness and love are, intelligence is a 
great help, and not a hindrance. It has been 
said of angels, “ Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister unto them who shall 
be heirs of salvation?” How ridiculous it 
would appear to complain of an angel as being 
too intelligent for the business or service that 
God had given him to perform for us. 

The time is fast approaching when all these 
ideas that connect degradation with the render- 
ing of service will be utterly scouted; and on 
the other hand all this twaddle about having too 
intelligent servants will be abolished, and man- 
kind will learn something of that other deep 
saying of Christ, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” N.' 3. 8. 





NOTES FROM THE AGENCY. 





40 Reade St., New York, Jan. 23, 1865. 
THE CURIOUS AND THE FRIENDLY. 

fb bewwed sign over our door, “ Oneida Community,” 

proves to be quite an anomaly in this city, 
exciting the curiosity of passers-by—many of whom 
are moved to inquire, What is this Community ?— 
Where is it located? How many persons compose 
the Community? How long has it existed? Is it self- 
supporting ? Is it on the Fourier plan? Do you live 
like the Shakers? or does every man have his own 
wife? or are you free-lovers? What business do 
youcarry on? Such questions as these are frequently 
asked and answered. 

Besides those who are moved from simple curi- 
osity to question us, we receive many calls from 
persons who have a degree of interest in our move- 
ment, and hail it as one of the hopeful signs of the 
time. Some call simply to wish us a “ God-speed ;” 
many to express a friendly interest; a few who have 
read our publications, and appreciate their spirit and 
purpose, greet us in our true character, as the repre- 
sentatives of a better social order than that which 
now prevails. 


lam really surprised at the number of persons 
who represent themselves as having been in some 
manner, at one time or another of their lives, con- 
nected with Associative movements. I am sorry to 
find that most of these persons are now discouraged 
about Association ; that a majority of them perhaps 
have lost all hope that any great improvement in the 
relations of society will soon take place. They will 
recount the failures of the Brgok-Farm Association, 
North American Phalanx, Skaneateles Community, 
Sodus Bay Society, the Icarian Community, the 
Community at New Harmony, the Raritan Bay 
organization, and many other similar attempts to 
make society better without radically changing its 
spirit; and ask, How in the light of all these 
examples can I hope to ever realize my ideal. of 
social improvement ? 

I was much interested in the recent call of a 
member of this class of discouraged Associationists. 
Passing by he caught sight of our sign, and, as he 
afterward said, felt that he must inquire about the 
Community. He told us that when a young man he 
was very much interested in Associative movements— 
particularly in that of Robert Dale Owen—had 
lectured on the subject, and had been ready to 
devote his life to its realization; but the many fail- 
ures had discouraged him, and the dissolution of the 
North American Phalanx completed his discourage- 
ment. He was interested to learn that our Com- 
munity is established on a religious basis, and that 
our faith in Communism for the improvement of 
society, proceeds from our deeper faith in Christ as 
a complete Savior from selfishness. His experience 
and observation had prepared him to indorse the 
idea that successful Communism is impossible on 
any other than a religious basis. 


The same day 1 had a conversation with a gentle- 
man who had lived a few years in the Raritan Bay 
Association. He stated the singular fact, that the 
use of tobacco was one of the greatest sources of 
contention in that Association, and had much to do 
with its dissolution. One party claimed the right to 
use it, and another party were determined it should 
not be used; and the contention on this subject was 
so earnest that the tobacco party seceded from the 
organization. 

It will be remembered by those familiar with the 
history of the Icarian Community, that one of the 
worst bones of contention among the followers of 
Cabet was this same Indian weed. 

Communism is evidently possible only with those 
whose love of improvement is greater than the de- 
sire to please themselves, and who are therefore 
willing to subordinate all personal habits to the 
highest standard of purity and good taste. But in 
such a Community, all disagreeable and injurious 


habits, like chewing tobacco, smoking, and snuff- 


taking, are certain to soon disappear: and that, too, 
without contention. 


The conditions of successful Communism are 
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finely stated by Dr. Karshner, in a recent No. of 
Tue Crecutar: “A total and unconditional self- 
abnegation—yielding ourselves entirely to the higher 
and purer powers deep down in the soul—feeling 
that he who would be greatest must be least, even 
the servant of all—a conscious desire to serve instead 
of to rule. There must be no reservation ‘of goods 
or moneys. All must be placed upon the altar of 
the general good of the whole. Clear heads, pure 
hearts, and clean hands, ever ready to grant more 
favors than we are willing to ask.” But given these 
conditions, and who shall estimate the progress of 
an Association in all that is pure and lovely? = w. 


THE APOSTATE. 
ADDRESSED TO WM. MILLS—BY EDWARD BRINLEY. 
I loathe thee from my very heart, 
Poor remnant of mortality, 
Depraved and sunken as thou art, 
And deeply stained in every part, 

With thine own matchless infamy ! 
My spirit spurns thee, as twould spurn, 
The putrid carcase—should it turn 

From its dark grave to clasp 
Its arms around me; aye! ’twould shun 
Thy very thought—thou shameless one, 

Thou toothless, stingless asp! 


Thou talk’st of “love’—of “sympathy !” 
Yet darest thou think to such as thee, 
These, any would avow? 
Endured, though loved not—treated well, 
F’en though thy heart were then 2a hell, 
A home for fiends, though formed of dust, 
Rankling with hate, deceit and lust, 
(For such thou’st made it), and e’en now 
Upon thy sin-polluted brow 
Apostasy hath deeply traced 
Dark records not to be effaced ! 
And yet thou dream’st not, that the hour 
Of manhood’s truth, of virtue’s power— 
If ever it were thine—hath gone 
And left thee a detested one! 


The smile that curls thy lust-wreathed lip, 

Is such as demons love to see ; 

For well they know the fellowship, 

Of sin’s dark wiles, they hold with thee! 
They laugh from out thy lecherous eyes, 
Whose every glance is full of lies; 

They crouch within thy hollow cheek, 
And give thee words, I dare not speak ! 
They hover round thy mouth to sip 

The poison of thy perjured lip, 

For well they know that thou art one, 
By whom their foulest deeds are done, 
Aye! prompt to run from morn till even, 
And in the very face of Heaven, 

Reveal thyself as one in whom 

F’en manhood’s self must find a tomb! 


The open hand, the kindly home 
That Christian hearts flung wide to thee, 
Asp-like, when life to thee was lone 
Thou shared, to warm thy infamy! 
Go! base-souled one, and herd with those 
Who are of Truth the bitterest toes; 
Go! drink the gall, that hath been wrung 
From hearts as black as thine, 
And gorge the food that long hath hung 
Upon corruption’s shrine. 
Such drink—such food were meet for thee, 
Thou create of apostasy ! 
And seek no more, by threat or prayer, 
Favor to win, or gold to tear, 
From honest hands of noblest worth. 
Back to thy place! vile fiend of earth! 
Go! with thy kindred fiends confer, 
Base murderer of character ! 
Go! with the curse of God and man 
Burning upon thy perjured soul, 
And seek forgiveness, if thou can, 
Before the floods of fire shall roll 
And whelm thee in redeemless woe, 
With spirits such as thine—below! 
Pepperell, Mass, 


Tuer Hoty LAND AND DEAD Sra.—An expedition 
from France conducted and equipped by Duc de 
Luynes, and having L. Lartet, as its geologist, is now 
in the region of the Holy Land and Dead Sea, en- 
gaged in investigations bearing on unsolved problems 
connected with that part of Western Asia. Accord- 
ing to a brief report made by Daubrée to the Acad- 
emy of Sciences at the last meeting in March, cave 
deposits abounding jin flint knives and fossil bones 
were found soon after landing at Beyrout. It is 
reported also that Mr. Vougout has discovered flint 
knives in a cave at Bethlehem, and also on Mt. Sinai; 
and that the former locality will no doubt be exam- 
ined by the Duc de Luynes’s expedition. 


VICTORIOUS TESTIMONY. 
Hoboken, N. J., Jan. 26, 1865. 

Dear Friexp:—Another year has rolled 
over my head, and to-day I am 35 years old. 
This past year has been an eventful one. 1 com- 
menced it by giving up a special idolatrous love, 
and then resolved that in the strength of Christ, 
I never would again allow myself to come into 
bondage to anything that would separate me 
from perfect, uninterrupted communion with 
God. God has mercifully seen fit to answer my 
prayers, and I have not appealed to him in vain 
for guidance and strength. 

Ihave been nearly face to face with death 
twice during this year, but faith and criticism 
saved me. I have suffered more physical pain 
than ever in my life before, but this, though hard 
for flesh and blood to bear, has chastened and 
purified my heart. In my spirit I have gained 
a great and glorious victory, and my body is 
slowly but surely giving up to its supremacy. 
The doleful, discouraged, and broken-down 
spirit, which is of the world, has fled away 
before a cheerful, happy heart, that feels strong 
to fight the fight of faith, and expects to come 
off conqueror over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. 

How like a brand from the burning have I 
been snatched from the world to fill a place in 
God’s kingdom here on earth. Naturally 
haughty and aristocratic, self-willed and passion- 
ate, never educated into the knowledge and love 
of God, too conscientious and sensitive to vol- 
untarily mix up with the frivolity and wicked- 
ness with which, as a city woman, I have con- 
stantly come in contact, what might have been 
my fate if God had not taken me in hand! 
“ Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” “Now 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy- 
ous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby.” It 
has taken trials and suffering to rub off the 
effects of a city education and habits, but I re. 
joice in all the criticism I have received, and 
shall not ask God to spare me, till he has made 
mea pure medium of his Spirit. And then I 
ean say, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, 
hut now have I kept thy word.” 

My heart is very joyful and glad at the pros- 
pect of redemption for the men and women who 
have been under the power of Satan so long. 
I like it very much that I have the privilege of 
being one of the Community, and can fill any 
place of usefulness to them. My heart is very 
full of many things I would like to write to you, 
but my sheet is nearly filled up, so enough for 
this time, 

.I think if ali would estimate their age by 
their growth in Christ, instead of by the number 





of years they have lived, they would never be 


troubled with an old-age spirit, but be rejoicing 
and glad always. I will say as! have heretofore, 
that I am younger than | was last year, and 
ever so much happier. With much love to all, 
Yours affectionately, a 


A BIRTH-DAY LETTER, 
Wallingford, Jan, 12, 1865. 

Dear A:—As I have been asked to write 
you on the anniversary of your thirty-second 
birth-day, I thought I could not do better than 
to.tell you about some of the things of which 
I have been reading and thinking lately. I have 
just finished reading “ Darwin on the Origin of 
Species.” He represents all terrestrial life, 
whether animal or human, as being mobile and 
plastic under the influence of domestication and 
various other outward influences operating 
through long periods, and a succession of gene- 
rations. To this capacity for change he attrib- 
utes the production of different species. The 
useful and domestic horse, ox, hog, hen, pigeon, 
&c., are very different creatures from what 
their progenitors were of old. Breeds of men 
have also been greatly improved. 

It is manifest enough that the ideas which he 
discusses are of the first importance in their 
bearing on the great question of human pro- 
gress, and it is gratifying to know that while 
scientific philosophers are groping for the first 
principles which effect changes in the character 
of human life, the Lord has been acting on 
these principles, and is by the right application of 
them producing new varieties of being. | 
would respectfully suggest to Mr. Darwin, that 
if he would study the Bible with reference to 
the bearing it has on his favorite theory, 
he would there reap a rich harvest of scientific 
truth. Whether or not it would confirm all his 
peculiar ideas respecting the origin of species, 
is another question; but I am certain that he 
would find much said on the subject of “ regen- 
eration,” and being “born again,” whereby we 
become “new creatures,” or what amounts spir- 
itually and truly toa new species. He would 
also read about a certain second Adam who 
was to be the progenitor of a new species, 

It very naturally occurs to one upon observ - 
ing the present condition of the human race, 
that it is a very desirable thing that a new spe- 
cies of the Genus Homo should be produced. 
The old species, whether the varieties are white, 
black, red or yellow, wild or domesticated, are all 
possessed of one trait that it is important should 
be bred out of them ; that is, the spirit of self 
ishness, It is that spirit which stands right in the. 
way of that civilization of heart which enables. 
persons to hold property in common. The very, 
ants and bees belonging to the lower orders, 
reproach us for it. That spirit stands right in 
the way of scientific propagation and crossing 
which would help to improve the race. 

My purpose in writing, was to congratulate 
you upon having lived seventeen years ( more 
than half your lifetime) under Community 
influences—which are especially calculated to 
make of us “new creatures”—and upon the 
fact that those influences came upon you at such 
an early age. I have ever felt an increased re- 
spect for your class on that account. I would 
also congratulate you on the privilege you have 
of extending those influences, through your future 


life-long devotion to the welfare of the Commu- 
nity. Yours, H. J. 8. 
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ENCYCLICAL LETTER OF THE POPE. 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH “ HAS COME DOWN 
TO A CRITICAL POINT IN ITS LIFE 
WHEN IT 1S IMPORTANT IT 


MOVE CAREFUL.” 


ROMANISM REFUSES TO ADJUST ITSELF TO THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. 


The following is the full text of the Pope’s Ency- 
clical letter, issued from Rome on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1864. 

To Our VENERABLE BRETHREN, ALL THE PATRI- 
AncHS; Primates, ARCHBISHOPS AND BIsHoPs IN 
COMMUNION WITH THE APOSTOLIC SEE:— 


We, Pius IX. Pope, send greeting and our apés- 
tolic blessing. You know, venerable brethren, with 
what care and what pastoral vigilance the Roman 
Pontiffs, our predecessors, fulfilling the charge en- 
trusted to them by our Lord Jesus Christ himself, in 
the person of the blessed Peter, chief of the Apos- 
tles, have unfailingly observed their duty in provi- 
ding food for the sheep and lambs, in assiduously 
nourishing the flock of the Lord with the words of 
faith, in imbuing them with salutary doctrine, and in 
turning them away from poisoned pastures; all this 
is known to you, and you have appreciated it. And 
certainly our predecessors, in affirming and vindica- 
ting the august Catholic faith, truth and justice, were 
never animated in their care for the salvation of souls 
by a more earnest desire than that of extinguishing 
and condemning, by their letters and their constitu- 
tions, all the heresies and errors which as enemies of 
our divine faith, of the doctrines of the Catholic 
church, of the purity of morals, and of the eternal 
salvation of man, have frequently excited serious 
storms and precipitated civil and Christian society 
into the most deplorable misfortunes. For this rea- 
son our predecessors have opposed themselves with 
vigorous energy to the criminal enterprises of those 
wicked men, who, spreading their disturbing opin- 
ions like the waves of a raging sea, and promising lib- 
erty when they are slaves to corruption, endeavor by 
their pernicious writings to overturn the foundations 
of the Christian Catholic religion and of civil society ; 
to destroy all virtue and justice ; to deprave all minds 
and hearts; to turn away simple minds, and espec- 
ially those of inexperienced youth, from the healthy 
discipline of morals; to corrupt it miserably; to 
draw it into the meshes of error, and, finally, to tear 
it from the bosom of the Catholic church. 


But as you are aware, venerable brethren, we 
had scarcely been raised to the chair of St. Peter 
above our merits by the mystersous designs of divine 
Providence, than, seeing with the most profound 
grief of our soul the horrible storm excited by evil 
doctrines, and the very grave and deplorable injury 
caused specially by so many errors to Christsan 
people, in accordance with the duty of our apostolic 
ministry, and following in the glorious footsteps of 
our predecessor, we raised our voice, and by the 
publication of several encyclicals, consistorial letters 
and allocutions, and other apostolical letters, we have 
condemned the principal errors of our sad age, re- 
animated your utmost episcopal vigilance, warned 
and exhorted, upon various occasions, all our dear 
children in the Catholic church to repel and abso- 
lutely avoid the contagion of so horrible a plague. 
More especially in our first encyclical of the 9th of 
November, 1846, addressed to you, and in our two 
allocutions of the 9th December, 1854, and the 9th 
June, 1862, to the consistories, we condemned the 
monstrous opinions which particularly predominate 
in the present day, to the great prejudice of souls, 
and to the detriment of civil society—doctrines which 
not only attack the Catholic church, her salutary in- 
struction, and her venerable rights, but also the 
natural, unalterable law inscribed by God upon the 
heart of man—that of sound reason... 

But although we have not hitherto omitted to 
proscribe and reprove the principal errors of this 
kind, yet the cause of the Catholic church, the safety 
of the souls which have been confided to us, and the 
well being of human society itself, absolutely demand 
that we should again exercise our pastoral solici- 
tude to destroy new opinions which spring out of 
these same errors as from so many sources. These 
false and perverse opinions are the more detestable 
as they especially tend to shackle and turn aside the 
salutary force that the Catholic church, by the ex- 
ample of her divine Author and His order, ought 
freely to exercise until the end of time, not only with 
regard to each individual man ; but with regard to na- 


heresy.” And, contrary to the teathing of the Holy 
Scriptures, of the Church, and of the Fathers, they 


compelled to inflict the penalties of law upon the vio- 
laters of the Catholic religion unless required by con- 
siderations of public safety.” Actuated by an idea 


hesitate further to propagate this erroneous opinion, 
very hurtful to the safety of the Catholic church and 
of souls, and termed deliriwm by our predecessor, 


right which ought to be proclaimed and established by law 
in every well constituted State ; and that citizens are 
entitled to make known and declare, with a liberty 
which neither the ecclesiastical nor the’ civil author- 
ity can limit, their convictions, of whatever kind, 
either by word of mouth, or through the press, or by 
other means.” But in making these rash assertions 
they do not reflect, they do not consider that they 
preach the liberty of perdition (St. Augustine, 
Epistle 105 al. 166), and that “if it is always free to 
human conyiction to discuss, men will never be 
wanting avho dare to struggle against the truth, and 
to rely upon the loquacity of human wisdom, when we 
know by the example of our Lord Jesus Christ how faith, 
and Christian sagacity ought to avoid this very culpable 
vanity.” (St Leon, Epistle 164 al. 133. s. 2. Boll. ed. 

Since, alas, religion has been banished from civil 


divine revelation have been repudiated, the ideas in- 
timately connected therewith of justice and human 
rights are obscured by darkness and lost sight of, and 
in place of true justice and legitimate right drute 


force is substituted, which has permitted some, entirely 


‘oblivious of the plainest principles of sound reason, 
to dare to proclaim “that the will of the people, 
manifested by what is called public opinion or by other 
means, constitutes a supreme law, superior to all 
divine and human right; and that accomplished facts 
in political affairs, by the mere fact of their having 
been accomplished, have the force of law.” But 
who does not perfectly see and understand that 
human society, released from the ties of religion and 
true justice, can have no further object than to amass 
riches, and can follow no other law in its action than 
the indomitable wickedness of a heart given up te 
pleasure and interest? 

For this reason, also, these same men persecuted 
with so relentless a hatred the religious orders who 
have deserved so well of religion, civil society and 
letters, they loudly declare that the orders have no 
right to exist; and in so doing, make common cause 
with the falsehoods of the heretics; for, as taught b 
our predecessor, of illustrious memory, Pius VI, 
“the abolition of religious houses injures the state 
of public profession, and is contrary to the counsels 
of the gospel, injures a mode of Iffe recommended 
by the church and in conformity with the apostolical 
doctrine, does wrong to the celebrated founders whom 
we venerate upon the altar, and who constituted 
these societies under the inspiration of God.” (Epis- 
tle to Cardinal De La Rochefoucald March 10, 1791.) 

In their impiety these same persons pretend that 
citizens and the Church should be deprived of the 
opportunity of “ a receiving alms from Christ- 
ian charity,, and the law forbidding “ servile labor 
on account of divine worship,’ upon certain fixed 
days, should be abrogated, upon the fallacious pretext 
that this opportunity and this law are contrary to 
the principles of political economy. Not content 
with eradicating religion from public society, they 
desire further to banish it from families and private 
life. Teaching and professing those most fatal er- 
rors of socialism and communism, they declare that 
“ domestic society, or the entire family, derives its right 
of existence solely from civil laws, whence is to be con- 


parents over their children, and above all, the right 
of instructing and educating them.” By such im- 
pious opinions and machinations do these false spirits 
endeavor to eliminate the salutary teaching and in- 
fluence of the Catholic church from the instruction 
and education of youth, and to infect and miserably 
deprave by their pernicious errors and their vices 
the tender and pliant minds of youth. All those 


all divine and human rights, have always concen- 





tions, people, and their rulers, and to destroy that 
agreement and concord between the priesthood and 
the government which have always existed for the 
happiness and security of religious and civil society. 
For, as you are well aware, venerable brethren, there 
are a great number of men in the present day who, 
applying to civil society the impious and absurd prin- 
ciple of naturalism, as it is called, dare to teach “ that 
the perfect right of public society and civil progress 
absolutely require a condition of human society con- 
stituted and governed without regard to all considerations 
of religion, as if it had no existence, or at least with- 
out making any distinction between true religion and 


do not hesitate to affirm “that the best condition of| exterior order. They do not blush affirm “ 
society is that in which the power of the laity is not| laws of the church do not bind the conscience if 


ment of civil authority, and to deny all the ri 
Of this samme church’ and thie see ein mouse ¢ 


at the 
they are not promulgated by the civil power; that 


the acts and decrees of the Roman pontiffs concern- 
ing religion and the church require the sanction and 


of social government so absolutely false, they do not | approbation, or at least the assent, of the civil power, 


and that the apostolic constitutions, condemning 
secret societies, whether these exact or do not exact 
an oath of secrecy, and branding with anathema 


Gregory XV1., of excellent memory, viz., “Liberty of | their secretaries and promoters, have no force in 
conscience and of worship is the right of every man—a)| those regions of the world where these associations 


are tolerated by the civil government.” It is like- 
wise affirmed “that the excommunications launched 
by the Council of Trent and the Roman pontiffs 
against those who invade the possessions of the 
church, and usurp its rights, seek in confounding the 
spiritual and temporal orders, to attain solely a 
terrestrial object; that the church can decide noth- 
ing which may bind the consciences of the faithful 
in a temporal order of things; that the law of the 
church does not demand that violations of sacred 
laws should be punished by temporal penalties; and 
that it is in accordance with sacred theology and the 
principles of public law to claim for the civil goy- 
ernment the property possessed by the churches, the 
religious orders, and other pious establishments.”— 


)| And they have no shame in avowing openly and 


publicly the thesis, the principle of heretics, from 


government—since the doctrine and authority of | whom emanate so many errors and perverse opinions. 


They say “ that the ecclesiastical power is not of right 
divine, distinct and independent of the civil power, 
and that no distinction, no independence of this 
kind, can be maintained without the church invading 
and usurping the essential rights of the civil power.” 
Neither can we pass over in silence the audacity of 
those who, insulting sound doctrine, assert that “the 
judgments and decrees of the Holy See, whose object 
is declared to concern the general welfare of the 
church, its rights and its discipline, do not claim the 
acquiescence and obedience under pain of sin and 
loss of the Catholic profession, if they do not treat 
of the dogmas of faith and manners.’ 

How contrary is this doctrine to the Catholic 
dogma of the full power, divinely given to the Sov- 
ereign Pontiff by our Lord Jesus Christ, to guide, to 
supervise and govern the universal church, no one 
can fail to see and understand clearly and evidently. 

Amid so great a perversity of depraved opinions 
we, remembering our apostolic duty, and solicitous 
before all things for our most holy religion, for 
sound doctrine, for the salvation of the souls con- 
fided to us, and for the welfare of human society 
itself, have considered the moment opportune to 
raise anew our apostolic voice. And, therefore, do 
we condemn and proscribe, generally and particu- 
larly, all the evil opinions and doctrines specially 
mentioned in this letter, and we wish that they may 
be held as rebuked, proscribed and condemned by 
all the children of the Catholic church. 

But you know further, venerable brothers, that, in 
our time, insulters of every truth, and of all justice, 
and violent enemies of our religion, have spread 
abroad other injurious doctrines, by means of pestilent 
books, pamphlets and journals, which, distributed over 
the surface of the earth, deceive the people and wick- 
edly lie. You are not ignorant that, in our day, men 
are found who, animated ‘and excited by the spirit 
of Satan, have arrived at that excess of impiety as 
not to fear to deny our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ, and to attack His divinity with scandalous 
persistence. We cannot abstain from awarding you 
well merited eulogies, venerable brothers, for all-the 
care and zeal with which you have raised your 
episcopal voice against so great an impiety. 

In the present letter, therefore, we speak to you 
with all our heart—to you who, called to partake 


cluded that from civil law descend all the rights of | our cares, are our | pore support in the midst of 
’ 


our very great grief, our joy and our consolation, by 
reason of the excellent piety of which you give proof 
in maintaining religion, and the marvellous love, 
faith and discipline with which, united by the 
strongest and most affectionate ties to us and this 
apostolic see, you strive to valiantly and accurately 
fulfil your grave episcopal ministry. We ought then 
to expect from your excellent pastoral zeal that, 


who endeavor to trouble sacred and public things, to} taking the sword of the Spirit, that is to say the 
destroy the good order of society, and to annihilate | word of God, and strengthened by the 


ce of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, you will watch with redoubled 


trated their criminal schemes, attention and efforts|care that the faithful committed to — charge 
upon the manner in which they might above all de- | ‘abstain from evil pasturage, which s 
prave and delude unthinking youth, as we have| does not cultivate, because it was not sown by His 
already shown. It is upon the cofruption of youth | Father.” (St. Ignac. M. ad Philadelph.; St. Lent. 
that they place all their hopes. Thus they never | Epist. 156, al. 125). Never cease, then, to inculcate 
cease to attack the clergy, from whom have descended | in the faithful that all true felicity proceeds, for the 


esus Christ 


to usin so authentic a manner the most certain rec-| men of our august religion, from its doctrine and 
ords of history, and by whom such considerable | practice, and that that people is happy who have 


benefit has been bestowed in abundance upon Christ-|the Lord with them. (Psalm 148). 


each “that 


ian and civil society and upon letters. They assail | kingdoms rest upon the foundation of the faith” (St. 


educating youth.” 





them in every shape, going so far as to say of the | Celest. Lett. 22, au Syn. d’Eph.); “and that nothing 
clergy in general, ‘that being the enemies of the | is so mortal, so prompt to engender every ill, so ex- 
useful sciences, of progress and of civilization, they | posed to danger for those who think that it can 
— to be deprived of the charge of instructing | alone suffice, as the free will which we received at 
an 





birth, if we ask nothing further from the Lord—that 


Others, taking up wicked errors, many times con-|is to say if, forgetting our author, we abjure His 
demned, presume, with notorious impudence, to sub-| power, to show that we are free.” And do not omit 
mit the authority of the church, and of this apostolic | fo teach “ that the royal power has been established not 
see, conferred upon it by God himself, to the judg-! only to exercise the government of the world, but above all 
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for the protection of the church ( St. Lent. Epist. 155, al. 

125), and that there is nothing more profitable and 
more glorious for the sovereigns of States and kings 
than to leave the Catholic Church to exercise its 
laws and not to attack its liberty; as our most wise 
and courageous predecessor, St. Felix, wrote to the 
Emperor Zenon. It is certain that it is advantageous 
for the sovereigns, when the cause of God is in ques- 
tion, to submit their royal will according to the 
established rules, to the priests of Jesus Christ, and 
not to impose their will upon them.” (Pius VII. Epist. 
Encycl. Diu. satis, May 15, 1800). 

It is always, but espeeially at present, your duty, 
venerable brothers, in the midst of the numerous 
calamities of the church and of civil society, in view 
of the terrible conspiracy of our adversaries against the 
Catholic church and our apostolic see, and the great 
accumulation of errors—it is your duty, I say, before 
all, to go with faith to the Throne of Grace to obtain 
mercy and find fitting succor. We have therefore 
judged the moment to have come to excite the piety 
of all the faithful, in order that, with us, and with 
~ all, they may pray without ceasing to the 

ather, supplicating and beseeching Him fervently 
and humbly for instruction and mercy, in order also 
that, in the plenitude of their faith, they may seek 
refuge in our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath redeemed 
us with His divine blood, that, by their multiplied 
efforts they may obtain from that burning heart, 
victim of its charity for us, the gift of drawing all by 
the bonds of His love, of inspiring all men inflamed 
by His holy love with the desire of living according 
to His heart, pleasing God in all things, and fruitful 
in all good works. 

But as there is no doubt that the prayers most 
agreeable to God are those of the men who approach 
Ifim with a heart pure from all stain, we have 
thought it good to open to Christians, with a truly 
apostolic liberality, the heavenly treasures of the 
church confided to our dispensation, so that the 
faithful, more strongly drawn towards true piety, and 
purified from the stain of their sins by the sacrament 
of penitence, may more confidently offer up their 
prayers to God, and obtain His mercy and grace.— 
By these letters, emanating from our apostolic au- 
thority, we grant to all and each of the faithful of 
both sexes throughout the universe, a a indul- 

ence during one month, up to the end of the year 

865, and not longer, to be carried into effect by you, 
venerable brethren, and the other legitimate ordina- 
ries, in the form and manner laid down at the com- 
mencement of our sovereign pontificate, by our 
apostolical letters issued as a brief upon the 20th of 
November, 1846, and sent to the whole episcopate 
of the world, commencing with the words Arcano 
divine Providentie consilio, and with the faculties 
given by us in these same letters. We desire, how- 
ever, that all the prescriptions of our letters shall be 
observed, saving the exceptions ave have declared 
admissible. We have come to this determination, 
notwithstanding all which might be ordered to the 
contrary by special and individual mention, and 
which might be worthy of departure from that de- 
cision ; but, in order that every hesitation and ciffi- 
culty should be removed, we have ordered that a 
copy of our letter should be again forwarded to you. 


Let us implore, venerable brethren, from the 
bottom of our hearts and with all our souls, for the 
mercy of God. He has encouraged us so to do by 
saying, “I will not withdraw my mercy from them. 
Let us ask, and we shall receive; and if there is 
slowness or delay in its reception, because we have 
gravely offended, let us knock, because He opens to 
those who knock with prayers, groans and tears, b 
means of which we must persist and remain, knoc 
at the door, &c.” (St. Cyprian, Epistle ii.) But in 
order that God may accede more easily to our 
prayers and our wishes, and to those of all His faith- 
ful servants, let us employ in all confidence as our 
mediatrix with Him the Virgin Mary, who has 
destroyed all heresies throughout the world, and 
who, the well beloved mother of us all, “is very 
gracious * * and full of mercy * * allows 
herself to be touched by all, shows herself very 
clement towards all, and takes under her pitying 
care all our miseries with unlimited affection”— 
(St Bernard, Germ de duodecim prerogativis B. M. 
V. en verbis Apocalipti)—and who, sitting as queen 
upon the right hand of her son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in a — vestment, shining with various 
adornments, knows nothing which sht cannot obtain 
from the sovereign master. Let us implore also the 
intervention of the blessed Peter, chief of the Apos- 
tles, and of his co-Apostle Paul, ang of all those 
saints of heaven, who having already become the 
friends of God have been admitted into the celestial 
kingdom, where they are crowned and bear palms, 
and who, henceforth certain of immortality, are 
entirely devoted to our salvation. 

Lastly, let us ask of God from the bottom of our 
heart the abundance of all his celestial benefits for 
you. We ourselves bestow upon you, venerable 
brethren, and upon all clerks and faithful of the 
laity committed to your care, our apostolic benedic- 
tion from the most loving depths of our heart, in 
token of our charity towards you. 

PiUS IX. Pope. 

Given at St, Peter’s, in Rome, this 8th of Decem- 


ef 





ber, 1864, the tenth anniversary of the definition of 
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin Mary, the mother of God. 





Accompanying the Encyclical is an Appendix 
containing a “catalogue of the principal errors of 
our time, pointed out in the consistorial allocutions, 
encyclicals, and other apostolical letters of Pope 
Pius IX.” These errors are enumerated under the 
heads of Pantheism, Naturalism, Absolute Rational- 
ism, Moderate Rationalism, Indifferentism, Toler- 
ation, Socialism, Communism, Clandestine Societies, 
Biblical Societies, Clerico-Liberal Societies, Errors 
Respecting the Church and her Rights, Errors of 
Civil Society, Errors in Natural and Christian Morals, 
Errors as to Christian Marriage, Errors regarding the 
civil power of the Sovereign Pontiff, and Errors 
referring to Modern Liberalism. The specific errors 
mentioned under these heads are eighty in number. 
Socialism, Communism, and Biblical and Clandestine 
societies are referred to as “pests that have been 
frequently rebuked in the severest terms.” The 
ideas that the “Roman Pontiff can and ought to 
reconcile himself to and agree with, progress, liber- 
alism and modern civilization ;”’ and that “in the 
present day it is no longer necessary that the Cath- 
olic religion shall be held as the only religion of the 
State to the exclusion of all other modes of worship,” 
are denounced. So also is the denial of the sacara- 
mental character of marriage, and that the Catholic 
church alone has the authority to pronounce on the 
impediments of marriage. The freedom of the pub- 
lic schools from ecclesiastical authority and interfer- 
ence, is also denounced. In short every thing is 
error which denies or militates against the authority 
and wisdom of the Church of Rome. 

On the other hand some of the errors pointed out 
are unquestionably real errors, which need reforma- 
tion in the public mind. But this can be done not 
by mere authority, denunciation and intolerance, 
such as the Pope deals in, but through freedom of 
thought, and scientific establishment of the truth. 


GEN. SHERMAN ON THE NEGROES. 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA SEA ISLANDS SET APART 
FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE FREEDMEN. 
SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS--NO. 15. 
Headq7’s, Military Division of the Mississippi, | 
In the Field, Savannah, Ga., Jan, 16, 1865. 

I. The islands from Charleston south, the 
abandoned rice fields along the rivers for thirty 
miles back from the sea, and the country bor- 
dering the St. John river, Florida, are reserved 
and set apart for the settlement of the negroes 
now made free by the acts of war and the proc- 
lamation of the President of the United States. 

Il. At Beaufort, Hilton Head, Savannah, Fer- 
nandina, St. Augustine and Jacksonville, the 
blacks may remain in their chosen or accus- 
tomed vocations; but on the islands and in the 
settlements hereafter to be established, no white 
person whatever, unless military officers and 
soldiers detailed for duty, will be permitted to 
reside; and the sole and exclusive management 
of affairs will be left to the freed people them- 
selves, subject only to the United States military 
authority and the acts of Congress. By the 
laws of war, and orders of the President of the 
United States, the negro is free, and must be 
dealt with as such. He cannot be subjected to 
conscription or forced military service, save by 
the written orders of the highest military au- 
thority of the department, under such regula- 


tions as the President or Congress may 
; $ ae 
prescribe. Domestic servants, blacksmiths, 


carpenters and other mechanics will be free to 
select their own work and residence; but the 
young and able bodied negroes must be encour- 

ed to enlist as soldiers in the service of the 
United States, to contribute their share towards 
maintaining their own freedom and _ securing 
their rights as citizens of the United States. 
Negroes so enlisted will be organized into com- 
panies, battalions and regiments, under the 
order of the United States military authorities, 
and will be paid, fed and clothed according to 
aw, The bounties paid on enlistment may, 








with the consent of the recruit, go to assist his 
family and settlement in procuring agricultural 
implements, seed, tools, boats, clothing and 
other articles necessary for their livelihood. 

Ill. Whenever three respectable negroes, 
heads of families, shall desire to settle on land, 
and shall have selected for that purpose af is- 
land or a locality clearly defined, within the 
limits above designated, the Inspector of Set- 
tlements and Plantations will himself, or by 
such subordinate officer as he may appoint, give 
them a license to settle such island or district, 
and afford them such assistance as he can to 
enable them to establish a peaceable agricultural 
settlement. The three parties named will sub- 
divide the land, under the supervision of the In 
spector, among themselves, and such others as 
may choose to settle near them, so that each 
family shall have a plot of not more than forty 
acres of tillable ground, and when it borders on 
some water channel, with not more than eight 
hundred feet front, in the possession of which 
land the military authorities will afford them 
protection until such time as they can protect 
themselves, or until Congress shall regulate 
their title. The Quartermaster may, on the 
requisition of the Inspector of Settlements and 
Plantations, place at the disposal of the Inspee- 
tor one or more of the captured steamers, to 
ply between the settlements and one or more of, 
the commercial points heretofore named in orders 
to afford the settlers the opportunity to supply 
their necessary wants and to sell the products of 
their land and labor. 

IV. Whenever~a negro has enlisted in the 
military service of the United States he may 
locate his family in any one of the settlements 
at pleasure, and acquire a homestead and all 
other rights and privileges of a settler as though 
present in person. In like manner negroes may 
settle their families and engage on board the 
gun-boats, or in fishing or in the navigation of the 
inland waters, without losing any claim to land 
or other advantages derived from this system. 
But no one, unless an actual settler as above 
defined, or unless absent on government service, 
will be entitled to claim any right to land or 
property in any settlement, by virtue of those 
orders, 

V. In order to carry out this system of settle- 
ment a general officer will be detailed as Inspec- 
tor of Settlements and Plantations, whose duty 
it shall be to visit the settlements, to regulate 
their police and general management, and who 
will furnish personally to each head of a family, 
subject to the approval of the President of the 
United States, a possessory title in writing giving 
as near as possible the description of boundaries, 
and who shall adjust all claims or conflicts that 
may arise under the same, subject to the like ap- 
proval, treating such titles altogether as possesso- 
ry. The same general officer, will also be charged 
with the enlistment and organization of the 
negro recruits, and protecting their interests 
while so absent from their settlements, and will 
be governed by the rules and regulations 
prescribed by the War Department for such 
purpose. 

VI. Brigadier-General R. Saxton is hereby 
appointed Inspector of Settlements and Planta- 
tions, and will at once enter on the performance 
of his duties. No change is intended or de- 
sired in the settlement now on Beaufort Island, 
nor will any rights to property heretofore ac- 
quired be affected thereby. 

By ordey of Maj.-Gen. W. T. SILERMAN, 

L. M. Dayron, Maj. and Assistaut Adj. Gen. 


AGENCY OF INSECTS AND WINDS IN 
EFFECTING FERTILIZATION. 

In referring to our statement that the-“ Agri- 
culturist” strawberry did not fruit under glass, 
B. C. Townsend, Esq., of Long Island, writes : 

“As this is a perfect variety, there is only 
one cause which can be fairly assignable, pro- 
vided the blossoms were fully developed and 
ordinary care exercised, and that is, the absence 
of bees and insects at the season you speak of, 
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This is evident from the perfection of the same 
plant blossoming in the open air at the natural 
period in early spring, when these humble 
workers are abroad. 

“ It is to these diligent seekers after nectar 
that we are principally indebted for the fructifi- 
cation of nearly all our fruit blossoms; and in 
forcing fruits under glass, the process not being 
natural, but artificial, it follows that artificial 
means of impregnation must be resorted to, to 
scatter the pollen. Under glass, in severe 
weather, but little ventilation is allowed, and 
the atmosphere is in some measure stagnant ; 
while out of doors, at the natural season of 
blossoming, light, balmy breezes scatter the 
pollen from each blossom, even without the aid 
of the bees. Ihave found it effectual to take a 
light pair of bellows, and when the blossoms in 
the forcing house were well matured, to blow 
gently among them, creating a light breeze, and 
the fruit set as well in each case as when grow- 
ing in the open air.” 

Our correspondent has probably suggested the 
true reason for the failure to procure fruit from 
the strawberry in the green-house. Insects play 
a much more important part in fertilization than 
is generally supposed. Careful observation has 
shown that there are some plants, the structure 
of which is such, that it is impossible for the po- 
len to come in contact with the pistil of the same 
flower, but it is so arranged that an insect, in go- 
ing from flower to flower, conveys the pollen 
from one to another. This cross fertilization of 
the pistils of one flower with the pollen of a dif- 
ferent one, tends to prevent the perpetuation of 
individual peculiarities, and to thus insure uni- 
formity throughout the species. 

—Agriculturist. 


“THE COMING MAN.” 


A Spiritualist from California, has issued a call for 
«a World’s Spiritual Convention, to be held for one 
week in New York city, commencing Feb. 22. The 
call says, 

“Tt is expected by many that the coming Man, or 
Great Organizer, so long looked for and so much 
desired, will make his appearance, and present a 
constitution that will exceed all others, and be 
perfect.” 


It is, evidently, very important that this result 
should be brought about if possible. We have heard 
of the “coming man” every little while for the last 
twenty-five years; but somehow he always fails 
to come when his prophets most expect him. 
When the war broke out many thought that now he 
was coming surely. But he has not been visible, 
unless John Brown or Father Abraham is the man. 
The former has been “marching on” and the latter 
“ pegging on” for several years, and between the two 
Slavery seems likely to be thoroughly smashed, 
which we believe was one of the jobs the “coming 
man” was to do. We understand on good authority 
that there are about three hundred individuals scat- 
tered through the world, each of whom claims to be 
the“ coming man.” Perhaps they had better all at- 
tend this convention and get their claims adjusted 
and have the matter settled. It won’t do for them 
to neglect it much longer, for there is some danger 
that the millennium will come and leave them all 
out in the cold, blowing their tin horns, and nobody 
will know which was the one “which was for to 
come,” after all. 

For ourselves we can say that our “coming man’’ 
has already come. He came eighteen hundred years 
ago in the person of Jesus Christ. We do not be- 
lieve he will ever be superseded. And whoever 
claims to be the coming man in the sense of superse- 
ding him, or who is not his agent and loyal servant, 
thereby proclaims himself an impostor. 





ENOCH ARDEN. 


TicKNOR AND FYELDs, of Boston have issued four 
different editions of Tennyson’s beautiful idy]l, 
“Enoch Arden.” 1. An illustrated edition, with nine- 
teen full page drawings on wood by La Farge, Vedder, 
Hennessy and Darley, and two steel plates—a Portrait 
of the Author, and a view of his Home in the Isle of 


tions in wood. 3. A Blue and Gold edition, 32mo. 
4. A pamphlet edition, containing a vignette of the 
Author, and three illustrations on wood. This last is 
a neat affair of forty-two pages. It is sold for 
twenty-five cents, and is thus within the reach of 
every one, and is sent postpaid on receipt of the 
price. 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Many rumors are rife in regard to peace. Mr. 
Blair has been on a second visit to Richmond, but 
the results of his journey have not yet transpired.— 
It is reported that many of the Rebel leaders, inciud- 
ing Jeff. Davis, are anxious for peace on almost any 
terms. Other reports say that they are preparing for 
alast campaign. In the meantime there are signs 
that the Southern people are getting heartily sick of 
the war. 

BILLs have been introduced to both branches of 
the Kentucky Legislature declaring for immediate 
emancipation. 

Tue Turkish government has granted permission 

for the construction of a railroad from Jaffa to 
Jerusalem. 
Senor Cox, the son of an English physician at 
Valparaiso, has discovered a pass across the Andes, 
not over 2800 feet high in its most elevated part. He 
started in 1862 from Port Montt, a new German 
settlement now containing 15,000 inhabitants, near 
thé island of Chiloe, and proceeded by the way of 
the two lakes Llanquilhue and Todos-os-Santos, and 
crossed over the pass to the almost unknown inland 
sea of Nage]-huapi (Lake of Tigers), on the eastern 
side of the Andes. 

THE enormous demand that has sprung up for the 
series of dyes that are prepared from coal has prob- 
ably no parallel in the history of color manufactures. 
Mauve, magenta, girofila, and other popular colors 
are all produced by scientific treatment of certain 
substances that are produced during the distillation 
of coal. It is said the discoverer of these dyes was 
alad in the City of London School, now grown to 
man’s estate, and enjoying an income of several 
thousands a-year as his share of the profits of the 
manufacture of these dyes. —Scientific American. 

Tue London Ztmes says that the Atlantic cable 
will be ready for laying in June next, and that if suc- 
cessful—of which there is no doubt—preparations 
will be at once made for laying a second cable by the 
same company. 

MArsHAL Narvaez has laid before the Spanish Con- 
gress a bill for the abandonment of San Domingo. 

SPuRGEON, the distinguished London preacher, 
has renounced the ministerial title of Reverend. He 
wishes to be addressed without any other title than 
his own name. He has also announced his inten- 
tion to publish a new monthly magazine with this 
odd title: “The Sword and the Trowel; or Record 
of Combat with Sin and Labor for the Lord.” 


Gov. ANDREW, of Massachusetts, in his last annual 
address to the Legislature of that State makes the 
following important statements and suggestions: 

“T desire to call attention to the excess of women 
in Massachusetts, and to the surplus of men in Ore- 
gon, California and other remote western communi- 
ties. The facility with which young men migrate, 
the attractions and opportunities for them of new 
states; the obvious embarrassments to the migration 
of young women, the attractions of home, wherever 
it is, to the heart of woman, and her natural depen- 
dence, combine to create this inequality in the 
distribution of the sexes. In Oregon, having 52,160 
inhabitants, according to the census of 1860, there 
were 19,961 males over 15 years old, and only 9,878 
females above that age. Its population is now 
estimated at over 100,000—this disproportion yet 
remaining. In Massachusetts there were 257,833 
males between the ages of fifteen and forty, and 287, 
009 females, or a surplus of 29,166. The excess of 
women of all ages above fifteen years, was 38,846.— 
The absorption of men by the military and naval 
service during the intervening four years has aggra- 
vated this disproportion. And it is a disastrous one ; 
it disorders the market for labor; it reduces women 
and men to an unnatural competition for employ- 





Wight. 2, A 16mo edition, with six illustra- 


number both of men unable to maintain families, and 
of women who must maintain themselves unaided. 
In civilized, refined society, it is the office and duty 
of man to protect woman, to furnish her a sphere, a 
support,a home. In return, she comforts, refines 
and adorns domestic life, the family and the range of 
social influences. This is also the plainly providen- 
tial order. Where women are driven to the com- 
petitions of the market with men, or where men are 
left unsolaced and unrefined by the presence of 
women, society is alike weakened and demoralized. 
I know of no more useful object to which the com- 
monwealth can lend its aid than that of a movement 
adapted in a practical way to open the door of emi- 
gration to young women who are wanted for 
teachers, and for every other appropriate as well as 
domestic employment in the remote West, but who are 
leading anxious and aimless lives in New England.” 


Dancinc—In Dr. Brown’s late work on “ Health,” 
he thus refers to the “ sin” of dancing: 


Dancing is just the music for the feet, the gladness 
of the young legs, and is well called the poetry ot 
motion. I remember a story of a good old Anti-bur- 
gher minister. It was in the days when dancing 
was held to be a great sin, and to be dealt with by 
the Session. Jessie, a comely and good and blithe 
young woman, a great favorite with the minister, 
had been guilty of dancing at a friend’s wedding. 
She was summoned before the Session to be dealt 
with—the grim old fellows sternly concentrating 
their eyes upon her, as she stood trembling in her 
striped short-gown and her pretty bare feet. The 
doctor, who was one of the divinity, and a deep 
thinker, greatly pitying her, said, “ Jessie, my woman, 
were ye dancin?” “Yes,” sobbed Jessie. “Ye 
maun e’en promise never to dance again, Jessie.” — 
“TJ wull sir; I wull promise,” with acourtesy. “Now 
what were ye thinkin’ o’ Jessie, when ye were dan- 
cin’? Tell ustruly,” said an old elder, who had 
been a poacher in his youth. “Nae ill, sir,” sob- 
bed out the dear little woman. “Then, Jessie, my 
woman, aye dance,” cried the delighted doctor.— 
And so say I, to the extent that so long as our 
young girls think “ nae ill” they may dance their 
feet’s fill, And so on withall the round of the sun- 
shine and flowers God has thrown on and along the 
path of his children. 


An old gentleman with a large family was contin- 
ually bored by his children with riddles and conun- 
drums. Going home one evening he was stopped by 
a countryman, who innocently inquired, “Can you 
tell me why this shop is closed?” “ Get out with your 
conundrums!” cried the old gentleman, to the great 
astonishment of the countryman; “I’ve been bored 
to death with them these three months.” 





PEACE RUMORS. 

We have letters from Oneida giving interesting 
details of mediations and negotiations going on for 
the termination of the “Mills war.” We might 
easily make a tremendous sensation by publishing 
them, and we are sorely tempted to do so; but Blair 
keeps dark, and we must follow the fashion. 

J. HN. 


ERRATUM. 

In the last CircuLar, in the article “ Mills Among 
the Girls,” page 355, 2d column, 30th line from the 
bottom, “for principle medium,” read “principal 
medium.” 








OUR NEW PAMPHLET. 


“THe Onmipa Community: A Familar Exposi- 
tion of its Ideas and Practical Life, in a Conversa- 
tion with a Visitor,” is the title of a new pamphlet 
of thirty-two pages, which we have just printed, and 
shall have ready for mailing ina few days. Single 
copies will be sent by mail postpaid for twenty- 
five cents. Per dozen, $2,00. 








ONEIDA COMMUNITY AGENCY, 


40 READE sTREET, 2 Doors East oF BRroapway, 
New York. 





ments fitted for men alone, tends to increase the 


Copies of Tue CrrcuLaR may be obtained at this 
Agency, 





